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Don't miss the new Fall Contest Venue

Roland Hayes Concert Hall
University of Tennessee, Chattanooga
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If you ever tried to talk on a phone all day or talk 
over the din of factory/office noises and then tried 
to do a quartet performance/chorus rehearsal that 
evening, then this article is for you.  I bet you 
have found it is often not the easiest thing to do. 
Here are some tips on how to handle this problem. 

After a performance or 
talking all day, you don’t 
have the luxury of putting 
your voice away or just stop 
talking to rest it.  Your voice 
is always on call and this 
can lead to vocal problems 
such as tiredness or even 
hoarseness.  Furthermore, if 
you have poor speaking 
habits, you might be headed 
down the road to some 
serious vocal abuse such as 
persistent vocal-fold nodules 

or even polyps.

If you sing lead or tenor, then you need to speak at 
a higher pitch and sound like one.  You cannot 
speak in a lazy low voice for too long before your 
voice will start getting tired.  When talking you 
must also learn to speak with the same focus and 
support you do when you properly sing.  

You need to speak in your “mean” range.  That 
“mean” range is usually a fifth higher than the 
lowest quality note you can sing in your range. 
 Another way to determine your speaking pitch is 
to say hello with enthusiasm to a friend.  

When I started teaching high school I could sing 
all day, but I would be hoarse if I spoke for less 
than an hour.  Then I read an article in the Journal 
of the American Medical Association that stated 

that many sopranos and tenors were ruining their 
voices because they did not know how to speak 
correctly.  The article suggested strongly that you 
need to speak in the range you sing.  Furthermore, 
you needed to speak with the same good 
techniques you do when you sing your very best.   

The result will be that you will be very happy 
with your voice after a long day on the job when 
you perform that evening in your barbershop 
quartet.



 



Signing the chapter application, original RSVP members from left, 
Steve Cochran, Gary Taylor, Keith Therrell, Greg Detty, Robert Strong, 
Steve Pendley, Greg Merry, John Hiltonsmith, and Craig Brown



 

RSVP performing at 
Borders Bookstore 
in Germantown.

Robert Strong works 
a song during a 
regular Thursday 
evening practice at 
Germantown United 
Methodist Church..



 



09/16 Contest Entry Deadline
Early Bird Discount Deadline

09/21 Program Ad Deadline
09/30 - 10/02 Dixie Fall Convention and Contest 

Chattanooga, TN
11/19 Leadership Academy

Details TBA

Upcoming Shows
11/11-11/12 Stone Mountain Chapter Show
12/10 Nashville Chapter Holiday Show
12/17 Atlanta Metro Chapter Show

Plan Ahead...




