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Th e  R e be l R ouse r is  publish ed q uarterly 
by th e  D ixie  D istrict Association of 
Ch apters of th e  Barbersh op H arm ony 
Society.  

Vision 
Th e  D ixie  D istrict is com m itted to 
enrich ing lives in every generation and 
com m unity th rough  th e  lifelong benefits 
of th e  barbersh op style and oth er form s of 
a cappella singing.
 
Miss ion 
Th e  D ixie  D istrict SPEBSQ SA, Inc., a 
ch aritable and non-profit organization, 
enrich e s lives th rough  singing.
•We enrich  lives th rough  singing.
•We perpetuate  and celebrate  th e  
barbersh op h arm ony style.
•We serve each  new  generation of singers 
th rough  support of vocal m usic education.
•We serve audiences th rough  an uplifting, 
w h olesom e  variety of a cappella m usical 
entertainm ent.
•We serve our m em bers by sh aring 
fellow sh ip, perform ance  sk ills and 
leadersh ip developm ent.
•We h elp build better com m unitie s and a 
better w orld, bonding diverse  people 
th rough  th e  pure  fun of a cappella 
h arm ony as w e  k e ep th e  w h ole w orld 
singing!
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Th e   Pre z Se z...
2007 Knoxville !
f you did not m ak e  it to K noxville, you 
m issed a really great convention and contest! 
 MaxQ  (com peting out of district), Stateline  
Grocery, and Th e  Great Nash ville Singout 
q ualified for th e  International q uartet contest 
in D enver.  W ay Back  W h en is com peting out 
of district in th e  SUN contest in May so w e  
could h ave as m any as 3 D IX q uartets in 
D enver.  And th en th e  ch orus contest on 

Saturday afternoon w as eq ually 
exciting w ith  th e  top 5 ch oruses 
only 40 points apart and th e  
Mem ph is Cotton Boll Ch orus 
w inning th e  2007 D ixie  D istrict 
ch orus ch am pionsh ip. All 21 
ch oruses th at com peted q ualified 
for th e  fall contest!  And th e  
R am Tonz from  Mobile q ualified 
to represent D ixie  in th e  Bank  of 
Am erica Collegiate  contest th is 
sum m er in D enver.  Anoth er 
really up and com ing ch orus w as 
th e  Brentw ood, TN ch apter in 
th e ir first com petition w ith  12 

m em bers on stage  finish ing in 6th  place after 
only rece iving th e ir approved ch arter on 
Wednesday of contest w ee k !  Congratulations 
to all of our com petitors!

Attendance  w as up in K noxville to 9 80 
persons and th at is a significant im provem ent 
over th e  past several conventions!  We  
sincerely th ank  all of you w h o cam e  and 
enjoyed th e  festivitie s! 

O ur D ixie  D istrict Nom inating Com m ittee  
h eaded up by our Im m ediate  Past President 
D on Lang is actively w ork ing tow ards filling 
our district board and m anagem ent team  
vacancies for 2008.  If you h ave an interest in 
w ork ing on th e  D ixie  Leadersh ip Team , 
please  send a brief sum m ary of your 

experience  and q ualifications to D on at 
nom inating@ dixiedistrict.org.  

Tow ard th at sam e  end at th e  ch apter level, 
you sh ould also be  planning for your new  
officers now.  Succession planning is a critical 
function th at m any ch apters don’t th ink  about 
until th ey h ave an unexpected vacancy and 
th ere  is  no one  th ere  to fill th e  position.  Th e  
district is planning 3 different officer training 
se ssions for th e  2008 officers – one  day 
se ssions on Novem ber 17th  in both  H am let, 
NC and Tuscaloosa, AL, and a 2 day se ssion 
in January in R osw ell, GA.  I pass th is on 
now  so you can get your new  officers to set 
aside  a se ssion on th e ir calendar th at w ill be  
close  and convenient to th em .

As our Society President Noah  Funderburg 
says in h is  slogan for 2007,  H AR MO NY For 
Life! ♫

By Dw ain 
Ch am be rs
District 
Pre s ide nt
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h e  planning process for 2007-2008 Ch apter 
O perations Training Sem inars (CO TS) began 
w ell before  2007.  In an effort to m ak e  CO TS 
m ore  accessible to your ch apter officers w e  
w ill h ave th ree  different CO TS for th e  2007-
2008 cycle.  Th is sh ould allow  a CO TS 
location to be  closer to you and cut your 
travel tim e  and expenses.  Anoth er ch ange  

th is year is all CO TS w ill be  
one -day sem inars.  Tw o of th e  
th ree  w ill be  on 17 Novem ber, 
2007 at opposite  ends of th e  
district.  O ne  at th e  University 
of Alabam a Law  Sch ool in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabam a and th e  
oth er at R ich m ond Com m unity 
College in H am let, North  
Carolina.  Both  of th e se  CO TS 
w ill h ave six core  track s taugh t; 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Music and Perform ance, 
Mem bersh ip/Ch apter 
D evelopm ent, and Mark eting 

and Public R elations.  Th e  th ird CO TS w ill be  
in th e  Atlanta area w ith  a tentative date  of 12 
January, 2008.  We  w ant to offer all track s at 
th e  Atlanta CO TS.

Th is year CO TS is totally planned and funded 
by each  district.  Th e  Barbersh op H arm ony 
Society w ill not fund any CO TS faculty travel 
as th ey h ave done  in previous years.  Th is 
gives th e  district m ore  control over CO TS 
and also offers us a uniq ue  opportunity to 
acq uire  th e  necessary q uality faculty to teach  
at th ree  different CO TS locations.  To save 
m oney and k e ep expenses at a m inim um  w e  
w ill use  th e  few  certified CO TS instructors 
w e  h ave in D ixie  D istrict and selected w ell-
q ualified volunteers. It is not cost effective to 

2007-2008 Ch apte r O pe rations  
Training Se m inars  

fly an instructor from  Mem ph is to North  
Carolina to teach  a six- h our class nor to fly 
one  in from  out of district and pay travel, per 
diem , and lodging expenses.

Th e  future  of CO TS in Dixie  is  in th e  
h ands  of our m e m be rs.  

To offer q uality training at CO TS w e  need 
m em bers w h o can teach  th e  follow ing track s: 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Music and 
Perform ance, Mem bersh ip/Ch apter 
D evelopm ent, Mark eting and Public 
R elations, Leadersh ip/CSR , Ch orus D irector, 
Youth  In H arm ony, and D istrict Classes.  Not 
only do w e  need volunteers to teach , w e  need 
th em  to becom e  CO TS Certified Instructors. 
 We  currently h ave only five  certified CO TS 
instructors in th e  D ixie  D istrict. O ne  in each  
of th e  follow ing track s:  Secretary, Treasurer, 
Music &  Perform ance, and tw o in Mark eting 
&  PR .  If w e  are  to expand D ixie  CO TS and 
offer all track s at th ree  or m ore  locations, w e  
need a m inim um  of tw enty- seven CO TS 
certified instructors.  Th is is  a long w ay from  
th e  current five  w e  h ave.  Please  contact m e  
to volunteer at vp-cslt@ dixiedistrict.org.

O ne district class I w ould lik e  to offer at each  
CO TS location is a Ch apter Planning Session 
using Ch apter Support R epresentatives 
(CSR ’s) as facilitators for Ch apter Board of 
D irectors electing to participate.  Th is track  
sh ould greatly assist Ch apter Board of 
D irectors in setting goals and developing one, 
th ree, and five  year planning program s to 
ach ieve  your objectives and goals.  If your 
ch apter w ould lik e  to participate  in such  a 
planning process please  let m e  k now  so I can 
program  you into CO TS th is year.♫

T

By Dave  Millson
Ch apte r Support 
&  Le ade rs h ip 
Training

mailto:vp-cslt@dixiedistrict.org
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ongratulations to R am  Tonz, th e  2007 D ixie  
D istrict College Q uartet Ch am pions w h o w ill 
be  our representative to th e  Bank  of Am erica 
Collegiate  Barbersh op Q uartet Contest  finals 
in D enver. Th ey are  from  th e  University of 
Mobile. Th ere  w ere  th ree  oth er entrants in 
th e  college contest, and each  did a w onderful 

job. Last year’s representative, 
R elative Pitch , w ill be  com peting 
in an out of district contest, and 
th ey too w ill probably represent 
D ixie  as a w ild card in D enver.

Th e  D ixie  D istrict sch olarsh ip 
for a m usic educator w as 
aw arded to Lars Grevstad, th e  
ch oral director at Cooper Middle 
Sch ool in Cobb County, Georgia. 
Lars is also an assistant director 
of th e  Atlanta Vocal Project, a 

private  voice  and piano instructor, and a 
certified Level 1 Speech  Level Singing 
Instructor. H e  is  a m em ber of ACDA and 
MENC and h as participated in several Youth  
In H arm ony Festivals and H arm ony 
Explosion Cam ps.

Th e  teach ing q uartet for th e  H arm ony 
Explosion Cam p for h igh  sch ool boys 
th at w ill be  h eld July 19  – 22 at Clem son 
University h as been selected. Th ey are  
Men In Black , th e  2005 Ch am pion 
college q uartet. You can learn m ore  
about th is q uartet at th e ir w onderful 
w ebsite  
w w w.m eninblack q uartet.com .  Th e  
clinicians for th e  event w ill be  Jim  
D eBusm an, from  th e  Society, and 
D r. Bill Adam s from  D urh am , 
NC. As w as th e  case  last year, 
th ree  standard and th ree  barbersh op 
songs w ill be  learned and perform ed 

during th e  th ree  day cam p. Th e  list includes 
several songs th at w ill m ak e  for a very 
entertaining sh ow : “Z om bie  Jam boree,” 
“Prayer of th e  Ch ildren,” “H appy Togeth er,” 
“Weep, O  Mine  Eyes,” “Ain’t Misbe h avin,” 
and “Sw ing D ow n Ch ariot”. Form s for th e  
cam p are  now  posted on th e  D ixie  D istrict 
w ebsite  w w w.D ixieD istrict.org. 

Again, it is th e  tim e  for all caring 
barbersh oppers to step up to th e  plate. We 
expect th at around 120 to 130 cam pers and 
teach ers w ill attend th is year’s Clem son Cam p, 
and w e  w ill w ant to sponsor each  of th em , so 
th at students pay only $25 to attend and 
teach ers are  free. If you or your ch apter can 
be  a sponsor, $9 0 a person w ill be  graciously 
accepted. Th e  rem aining costs w ill be  covered 
by th e  D istrict funds and by a H arm ony 
Foundation grant. Please  send your donations 
in now, and please  also start now  to find boys 
w h o w ill w ant to attend th is cam p. 

If I can h elp w ith  your YIH  plans, please  
contact m e  at vp-youth @ dixiedistrict.org .♫

By Jim  Moore , 
Youth  In 
H arm ony

R am  Tonz: 2007 Dixie  Colle giate  Quarte t 
W inne rs; DLH W  Around th e  Corne r

C

R am  Tonz ph oto b y Jack  Deere

mailto:vp-youth@dixiedistrict.org
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any of us long-tim e  barbersh oppers w ork  so tirelessly and productively for our Ch apter, 
D istrict, and Society, w e’re  convinced “W E AR E TH E FUTUR E O F BAR BER SH O PPING.” 
 W rong!  We  are  th e  past and th e  present.  Th e  FUTUR E of our barbersh opping belongs to th e  
young m en w e  bring into th e  Society.  It is up to “us” to m ak e  certain w e  leave no stone  
unturned to insure  th at future  is ever-grow ing and sh ines as th e  brigh test of beacons for th e  
next 100 years.
 
As th is R ebel R ouser publication h its your in-box, it will not be  too late for 
your ch apter, q uartet or you, as an individual to offer financial support to 
th e  2007 Clem son, SC H arm ony Explosion Cam p.  Sim ply contact Jim  
Moore, D IX VP for YIH  and lend financial support to grow  th e  2007 
H arm ony Explosion Cam p to 120 young m en. Many ch apters continually 
contribute  $500 or m ore  to th is annual event of events.  Talk  w ith  your 
ch apter and/or q uartet m em bers, contact Jim  and pledge  your buck s today. 
 Jim  w ill find th e  “m em bers of tom orrow ” th rough  h is  extensive  list of 
h igh  sch ool m usic educators.

Th en register and attend th e  annual D ixie  Lak eside  H arm ony Wee k end, 
7-20/22-07, enjoy a terrific w ee k end w ith  your fellow  barbersh oppers and 
see  th e  re sult of your gift com e  alive on th e  Saturday nigh t sh ow.♫

Inve st In O ur Future

Th om  H ine
Financial 
De ve lopm e nt

M

Dixie  Aw ards Program
Page 5 of th e  O ct./Nov. 2006 issue  of th e  R ebel R ouser contained a “boxed” text encouraging m em ber-
business-ow ners and q uartets to h elp support th e  Dixie  District Aw ards  Program  by sending a tax-
deductible contribution to th e  district.  As a re sult, a w ell-k now n D IX q uartet, w h o w ish e s to rem ain 
anonym ous, h as since  pledged a yearly m axim um  of ongoing support for troph ie s presented to our D IX 
q uartets w h o com pete  at th e  Society International level.  Th is q uartet joins th e  lead of Triangle  
Insurance  Group, Inc., Sm ith ville, NC as our first tw o subscribers to th e  Dixie  Aw ards  Program .  I 
encourage  oth er m em ber-business-ow ners and q uartets to join as w ell.  Sim ply send a ch eck  and a letter to 
m y attention at:

Th om  H ine , DIX VP for Financial De ve lopm e nt
4212 Bre tdale  R un NW
Ke nne saw , GA  30152

I’ll im m ediately send confirm ation of th e  gift in th e  form  of a letter of appreciation.  Place it in your 
2007 tax folder for later entry of th e  gift am ount on your year- end tax return.  All such  gifts w ill be  placed 
in e scrow  and m ay only be  used by th e  district in support th e  “D ixie  D istrict Aw ards Program .

Congratulations to Triangle  Insurance  Group and to “Th e  Four Anonym ous  guys.”
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h e  tim e  is draw ing near for all barbersh oppers 
to begin th ink ing seriously about getting into 
th e  Contest and Judging program . You still 
h ave plenty of tim e, but I w ould suggest th at 
you begin getting your duck s in a row  in 
preparation for your application.

Currently w e  h ave only seven certified judges 
(th ree  Contest Adm inistrators and four 
Singing Judges) in D ixie. We are  alw ays 
look ing for m ore  m en w h o h ave a desire  to 
study and prepare  for th e  C& J program . It 
tak e s tim e, m oney, and com m itm ent to m ak e  

th e  “cut,” but th e  rew ards of 
cam araderie  and service  far 
outw e igh  th e  costs of 
preparation.

I w ould suggest th at you begin 
to line  up recom m endations 
from  tw o certified judges in th e  
category th at you w ish  to enter 
(Contest Adm instrator, Music, 
Presentation, Singing).  Th e  
recom m endations can be  via 
letter or em ail, to your D istrict 
D irector of C& J -  th at's m e! 

You w ill also need to find five  oth er ch aracter 
references to vouch  for you as an applicant 
for th e  C& J program . Please  consider Society 
m em bers w h o k now  your abilitie s and w h o 
can com m ent on your suitability for th e  
judging program . Form s for both  th e  CA and 
scoring categorie s can be  found in th e  
Contest and Judging Manual in th e  
D ocum ent section of th e  Society w ebsite. If 
you h ave trouble obtaining copie s, I w ill be  
h appy to send th em  to you. You can also read 
and study all about th e se  categorie s in th e  
C& J Manual. I w ould strongly suggest th at 
you do som e  study and ask  som e  q uestions 
of certified judges before  deciding to enter 

th e  program .

Now  h ere  is  th e  tim e  line  w e  w ill be  utilizing. 
Th e  tw o letters or em ails of recom m endation 
can be  sent im m ediately follow ing th e  2007 
Judging Cate gory Sch ool w h ich  w ill be  h eld 
on July 24-28. You can also send th e  
application form s at th e  sam e  tim e  or sh ortly 
th ereafter. I w ould lik e  to rece ive  a copy, and 
a copy w ill go to th e  Category Specialist of 
th e  category to w h ich  you are  applying. Th e  
application process w ill end D ecem ber 31, 
2007. You w ill be  notified in early 2008 th at 
your application h as been rece ived and 
w h eth er you h ave been accepted as an 
Applicant in th e  program . Your training w ill 
begin as you are  prepared for Judging 
Candidate  Sch ool w h ich  w ill be  h eld in July, 
2008, probably during th e  w ee k  prior to 
H arm ony University at th e  sam e  location in 
St. Joseph , MO .

O nce you h ave “passed” th e  req uirem ents at 
Candidate  Sch ool you w ill th en be  a 
Candidate  Judge  in your category. You w ill 
th en h ave anoth er tw o years to prepare  for 
th e  2010 Cate gory Sch ool w h ere  you w ill 
h opefully be  certified for anoth er th ree  years. 
D uring th is tw o year program  you w ill attend 
a m inim um  of th ree  conventions a year as a 
guest panelist to ply your trade  and learn 
from  th e  certified panel you w ill be  w ork ing 
w ith . You w ill also h ave som e  h om ew ork  to 
com plete  during th ose  tw o years w h ich  w ill 
also h elp determ ine  w h eth er or not you 
rece ive  an invitation to attend th e  Category 
Sch ool. It is not an autom atic invitation 
anym ore. You h ave to earn your w ings before  
you can fly!

I didn't say it w as easy. But I did say it is a very 

So, You Th ink  You W ould Lik e  
To Be  A Judge ?

By Jim  Sam s, 
Conte st and 
Judging

T

(continu ed  on page 8)
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ow  can I prom ote  m y Ch apter’s annual sh ow ? 
Singing Valentines? Guest nigh ts? If you are  
ask ing yourself th e se  q uestions, th at’s because  
you w ant to do your best to h elp your 
Ch apter. And th e  answ ers to th ose  q uestions 
m ay surprise  you. 

Most Ch apters do not h ave a large  budget for 
Mark eting and Public R elations. Th at puts th e  
onus on th e  Ch apter M &  PR  m en to get 
creative and produce  re sults w ith  little or no 
m oney to spend.  

Th is is  w h ere  all th at h ard w ork  
you do all year long really pays 
off. All th ose  press releases, all 
th ose  ph one  calls to features 
editors and colum nists, new s 
assignm ent desk  editors and 
Public Service  directors are  
about to pay off. You’ve k ept in 
touch  w ith  th em  all year long, 
k e eping th em  up to date  on 
your Ch apter’s b ig events and 
ch aritable w ork . Now  is th e  
tim e  to h it th em  w ith  a press 
release  or story about your 

Ch apter’s annual sh ow  and th e  ch aritable 
benefits it w ill bring to th e  com m unity.  

Call th em  after you fax or em ail th e  story and 
m ak e  sure  th ey’ve rece ived it. W h ile you h ave 
th em  on th e  ph one, tak e  th e  opportunity to 
let th em  k now  th at th is is  our one  b ig 
fundraiser every year, and w e’ve got to m ak e  a 
success of it. R em ind th em  of th e  local 
ch arity th at w ill benefit. Just a little subtle arm -
tw isting at th is point w ill com e  in very h andy.  

Free  publicity com es in m any form s. Articles 
and feature  storie s in th e  paper are  great, 
e specially if th ey com e  w ith  pictures. Getting 

a q uartet on th e  radio or TV station m orning 
or afternoon sh ow  is even better, but it can be  
trick y, e specially if you are  not spending 
m oney w ith  th e  station. A great w ay to give  
yourself an advantage in th e se  negotiations is 
to invite  a representative of th e  local ch arity 
to accom pany you to m eet w ith  th e  radio or 
TV station or new spaper. Th ey w ill be  m ore  
lik ely to cooperate  and h elp out if you put a 
nam e  and a face  on th e  local ch arity. 

O f course, once  th e  event is over and you 
h ave m oney to contribute  to th e  ch arity, m ak e  
certain th ere  is  a ph otograph er present, and 
get a press release  to th e  local papers, radio &  
TV stations. Especially do not forget to send 
a press release  to th e  ch arity’s internal 
publication.  

Th ere! Now, w asn’t th at easy?♫

Th ink  Lik e  A Mark e te r

Mik e  
Sch ie rm ann
Mark e ting &  
Public R e lations

H

rew arding experience. You w ill m eet and 
w ork  w ith  som e  of th e  m ost talented and 
congenial m en in th e  Society. You w ill be  
rew arded by th e  opportunity of w ork ing w ith  
and h elping oth er com petitors ach ieve  th e ir 
goals. And you w ill h ave th e  be st seat in th e  
h ouse  at all th e  contests you judge!

I h ope  th is h elps answ er any q uestions you 
m igh t h ave about th e  C& J application 
process. I w ill be  m ore  th an h appy to h elp 
any of you along th e  w ay. Please  fill free  to 
contact m e  at any tim e. I w ill be  sending out 
anoth er rem inder or tw o in early 2007. Best 
w ish e s and a pleasant journey in your search  
for th e  “h oly grail” of certification in th e  
C& J program . ♫

W ant to Be  a Judge ?
(continu ed  from  page 7)
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2007 Spring Colle ge  Quarte t 
Com pe titors

Congratulations  to each  of 
th e  h igh  sch ool and collegiate  
q uartets com peting in 
K noxville, e specially to our 
2007 Bank  O f Am erica 
Collegiate  Q uartet Contest 
representatives, R am  Tonz.  

Great job guys!  You are  an 
inspiration to us m ore  
"m ature" m em bers.

R am  Tonz, University of Mobile, Luk e  Veasey, Andrew  
Low e, Jordan Van Matre, Jason O 'Neal

W e st End, Vanderb ilt University, Matth ew  Sen, Tim  
Pennell, Ben May, Jordan H olland

Boycott, Seq uoyah  H igh  Sch ool, Eric Evans, Mik e  Jones, 
Evan Meisser, Nath an Meisser

Los Garson Calie nte , O ak  R idge  &  R oane  Co. H igh  Sch ools, 
Tom m y W allace, Mich ael Arw ood, Noel Th om pson, Corey 
Bonsell
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2007 Spring Conve ntion Quarte t Com pe titors

Th e  Gre at Nash ville  Singout

Bar None Major Le ague

Th e  ACC N2De e p

R iffonix Le t's  Sing!

State  Line  Groce ry Ph oto b y R ick  Prosser
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2007 Spring Conve ntion Quarte t Com pe titors

Quadzilla Alle gro

Acape lla Fe llas No Lim it!

Ge ne rations Lock e d &  Loade d

TBA A Fe w  Good Me n

(continu ed  on page 21)
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2007 Spring Conve ntion Ch orus  Com pe titors

Me m ph is , Te nne s s e e

R e s e arch  Triangle  Park , North  Carolina

Cle ve land, Te nne s s e e

Nash ville , Te nne s s e e

Stone  Mountain, Ge orgia

Bre ntw ood, Te nne s s e e
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2007 Spring Conve ntion Ch orus  Com pe titors

Ce ntral Carolina, North  Carolina

R ock  H ill, South  Carolina

Spartanburg, South  Carolina

W inston-Sale m , North  Carolina

Ath e ns, Alabam a

Ch arlotte , North  Carolina
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2007 Spring Conve ntion Ch orus  Com pe titors

North  East Te nne s s e e

Marie tta, Ge orgia

Gre e nsboro, North  Carolina

Ash e ville , North  Carolina

Le xington County, South  Carolina

W ilm ington, North  Carolina
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2007 Spring Conve ntion Ch orus  Com pe titors

Ch attanooga, Te nne s s e e

Ch arle ston, South  Carolina

Gre ate r Knoxville , Te nne s s e e

Many of our D ixie  ch apters w ere  recognized at th e  
spring H ouse  of D elegates m eeting in K noxville for 
th e ir generous giving. Forty-th ree  per cent of our 
ch apters gifted H arm ony Foundation and oth er 
com m unity ch aritie s last year.  Ch apters w ere  
recognized in th ree  different divisions based on 
th e ir per m em ber contribution averages.

  • Bronze  ($25 – 50 per m em ber) – Central 
    Alabam a, R osw ell, Greater Gadsden, Savannah , 
    Tuscaloosa, Ch arleston
  • Silve r ($50+  per m em ber) – Macon, Stone  
    Mountain, Mem ph is, Greater K noxville, R ock y 
    Mount, Marietta, W ilm ington
  •Gold  ($75+  per m em ber) – Seneca, H ick ory, 
    Nash ville, R aleigh , Ch attanooga, Edenton, 
    Pine h urst

Congratulations to all w h o gave so generously to 
h elp bring h arm ony to our com m unitie s.♫

Dixie  Ch apte rs  Give  
Com m unitie s  More  
Th an th e  Gift of Mus ic

Ch orus and  q uartet ph otos were  provid ed  b y Jack  Deere. 
 Th ank s Jack .



  16  Th e  R ebel R ouser  ·  Sum m er 2007

 “Blount” Tram a
Th is is  Ch uck  Pettis and h e  is… a great 

q uartet presenter.  Ch uck  really sh one  
during th e  Friday nigh t se ssion and 

left us w ith  so m any deep th ings to 
th ink  about.  But h e  also left us 
w ith  th e  unansw ered q uestion – 

is  it “Blow nt” or “Blunt?”

O pry Bound?
“Tennessee  W altz,” “Blue 
Moon of K entuck y,” 
“Your Ch eatin’ H eart.” 
 W ith  th e  Society’s arrival 
in Nash ville, w ouldn’t it 
be  a natural to h ave State  
Line  Grocery appear on 
th e  Grand O le O pry w ith  
th ose  spiffy outfits? 
 Som eone  sh ould tak e  an 
action item  and get to 
w ork  on th at.

MaxQ
Th ank s for stopping in D ixie  for a spell.  Y’all com e back  
now, you h ear? (Say for instance  to Nash ville in July, 2008 
to sing aw ay th e  troph y?)

Th e y De finite ly Know  th e  
Te rritory
Especially w h en th e  territory is 
som e  of th e  old songs.  Th ank s 
Great H onk , for giving us a 
sam ple of w h at earned you first 
place in th e  Mid-W inter Buffalo 
Bills-Era Q uartet Contest.

Conve ntion H igh ligh ts

Rick  Pros s e r

Rick  Pros s e r

Just w h e n you th ough t you'd s e e n e ve ryth ing...
"TBA" w ith  a uniq ue  costum e  ch oice  nearly 
w orth y of a citizen's arrest.
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Ladie s and gentlem en, I am  h onored to h ave 
been ask ed to introduce  to you th is evening 
your 2006 D ixie  D istrict Barbersh opper of 
th e  Year.  Before  I introduce  h im , w ill all 
previous Barbersh oppers of th e  Year w h o are  
present tonigh t please  stand and be  
recognized. - - - -  Th ank  you; w e  are  proud of 
you and your dedicated service!  As w e  reach  
th e  point of nam ing our new est h onoree  and 
calling h im  to th e  stage, I’m  ask ing Jim  
Moore, your 2005 Barbersh opper of th e  Year, 
to join us for th e  presentation.

O ur gentlem an of h onor th is evening actually 
spent h is earliest years in Verm ont- - -Yep- - -a 
yank ee!  My w ife’s a yank ee, and it occurs to 
m e  th at m any of th e  really sm art yank ee s 
sooner or later find th e ir w ay south .  Th is 
gentlem an didn’t w ait,  h ow ever, for th e  
“sunny clim es” to begin h is  adventures in th e  
w orld of m usic.  H e  sang in h igh  sch ool 
ch oral groups and participated in m usicals, 
and before  graduation h e  w as singing in a 
q uartet and directing th e  ch orus!  Enrolling at 
MIT, h e  also joined th e  local Society ch apter 
th ere  and sang w ith  th e  MIT glee  club.  H e  
com pleted a degree  in Industrial Engineering 
at th e  University of Massach usetts and th en 
w ent to Benton H arbor, Mich igan, to w ork  
for W h irlpool.  Now, I look ed on th e  m ap, 

and th at’s a tiny b it south  of Verm ont- - - h e  
h ad th e  righ t idea, and by th e  w ay, belonged 
to th e  local ch apter in Benton H arbor as w ell. 
 Finally, h e  got fed up w ith  cold w eath er and 
m oved to Virginia, th en to W inston-Salem , 
North  Carolina, w h ere  h e  w ork ed for R . J. 
R eynolds/Nabisco until 19 87.  H e  h as since  
developed h is  ow n com puter consulting 
business. 

Th is gentlem an h as been a m em ber of no 
less th an e igh t organized Society q uartets, and 
h as attended virtually all International 
conventions since  becom ing a Society 
m em ber.  H e  h as directed th ree  of our 
ch apter ch oruses in North  Carolina th at I’m  
aw are  of, and one  Sw eet Adelines ch orus, 
coach ed m any q uartets and ch oruses, served 
on our D istrict Coach es Guild, and as a 
Standing O vation R eview er.  H e  h as served 
th e  D ixie  D istrict on m any convention 
com m ittees, as Contest &  Judging VP, and 
m ore  recently as President, and served th e  
Society as a Sound Judge  and Contest 
Adm inistrator.  H e  belongs to th e  
Confederate  H arm ony Brigade.  In recent 
tim es, h e  h as been e specially appreciated for 
h is  w ork  in im proving district 
com m unications th rough  Yah oo Groups.

O ur h onoree  busie s h im self th e se  days as th e  
baritone  of Acappella Fellas, and w ith  
continued service  on our D ixie  Board in th e  
position of Im m ediate  Past President.  Ladie s 
and gentlem en, w ith  h is  47 years of Society 
service  and several Men of Note,  I present 
to you, and please  h elp m e  w elcom e to th e  
stage  a totally converted South erner, th e  k id  
from  Millers Cree k , your 2006 D IXIE 
D ISTR ICT BAR BER SH O PPER  O F TH E 
YEAR , - - - -D on Lang!!  ♫

Don Lang Nam e d Dixie  2006 
Barbe rs h oppe r of th e  Ye ar

Th e following 
presentation was 
m ad e b y Drayton 
Justus d uring th e  
q uartet sem i-
finals on March  
23, 2007 in 
Knox ville.

Dixie  2006 BO TY Don Lang
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Anyone w h o h as ever participated in Singing Valentines k now s h ow  m eaningful and m oving an 
experience  it can be  for th e  recipients and often for th e  singers also.  Th e  South ern Gentlem en 
Ch orus of New  Bern, NC decided to m ak e  th is 
year’s Singing Valentines cam paign even m ore  
special th an usual.

“O ur first day w as dedicated to singing for th e  
local fam ilies of US Servicem en stationed out 
of th e  country,” said ch orus m em ber K en 
Palm er.  “We contacted th e  overseas servicem en 
and offered Singing Valentines for th e ir local 
loved ones free  of ch arge.”

South ern Gentlem an Nate Salsbury participated 
in 48 deliverie s and rem em bers th is one  to an 
attorney's office  as th e   m ost poignant of th em  
all.  

“As w e  approach ed th e  office  one  of th e  ladie s 
th ere  told us th at our ‘victim ’ w as in th e  park ing 
lot on h er cell ph one.  We  w ent tow ard h er and 
sh e  ask ed us to w ait a couple of m inutes 
because  sh e  w as on th e  ph one  w ith  h er 
h usband – In Iraq !

“We h ad h er put dow n th e  ph one, k e eping th e  
line  open, and w e  sang to h er w ith  h er h usband listening in Iraq .”

D ennis Evans described th is scene  from  th e  Naval Base  at Ch erry Point. 

“We sang for a young m ilitary w ife  and h er sm all daugh ter.  Th ey stood in th e  doorw ay of th e ir base  
h om e, and from  th e  first w ords of th e  first song, sh e  began to sob and trem ble, tigh tly clutch ing h er 
rose  and card.” ♫

Above  from  le ft: R ay Livingston, Dick  
Ke nne dy, Stan R ich m ond, and Andy Acas io 
de live r a Vale ntine

South e rn Ge ntle m e n Lift H e arts  on Vale ntine s  Day
North  Carolina Ch orus  Give s  Back  to Th e ir Com m unity

  Dixie  Doin's

Al Brylow e , Bill R ust, Je rry Eubank s , and 
Brian Gie rsch  s ing to Al's  surpris e d w ife .

W h at’s d oin’ in your part of  Dix ie?  Let us k now at reb elrouser@ d ix ied istrict.org.
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Th e  D ixie  D istrict of th e  Barbersh op H arm ony Society
and H arm ony Foundation is sponsoring

H arm ony Explos ion Cam p

A w ork sh op and festival for young m en in h igh  sch ool w h o
lik e  to sing in h arm ony, and th e ir Music Educators

featuring:

Dr.Bill Adam s, Jim  De Busm an, and Me n In Black
as Clinicians and Teach ing Q uartet

Th ursday, July 19  until Sunday July 22, 2007
at Cle m son Unive rs ity, Cle m son, SC

Note! A lim ited num ber of sch olarsh ips m ay be  available to cover all costs for students except for a $25 deposit.
Music Educators w h o attend w ill be  granted a full sch olarsh ip. Please  register early – registration includes:

Four days and th ree  nigh ts in H olm es H all D orm itory. All m eals in H arcom be  H all.
Sh eet m usic and learning track s. Work sh ops on vocal tech niq ues, song presentation,

and re h earsal of six songs for perform ance. Saturday nigh t perform ance  and sh ow  at Tillm an H all,
featuring som e  of th e  be st q uartets in th e  Barbersh op H arm ony Society, for friends and relatives.

For m ore  inform ation contact:
Jim  Moore, D ixie  D istrict YIH  VP, Barbersh op H arm ony Society

w w w.dixiedistrict.org    vp-youth @ dixiedistrict.org
404-255-0818 3385 Breton Court, Atlanta, GA 30319



7/1 - 7/8 BH S Inte rnational Conve ntion, De nve r, Colorado

7/19  - 7/22 Th urs day - Sunday —  H arm ony Explos ion 
Cam p, Cle m s on Unive rs ity, Cle m s on, South  Carolina

7/20 - 7/22 Friday - Sunday —  Dixie  Lak e s ide  H arm ony 
W e e k e nd Mini-H EP, Cle m s on Unive rs ity, Cle m s on, South  
Carolina

7/29  - 8/5 H arm ony Unive rs ity - Quarte t Colle ge , Dire ctor's  
Colle ge , MW SU, St. Jos e ph , Mis s ouri

9 /28 - 9 /30 Dixie  Fall Conve ntion, Ch attanooga, 
Te nne s s e e

Plan Ah e ad...




